


Resource Pack: Lesson 2: Poetry and Mood. 
 
These include: 

1. Worksheet 2A - Figurative Language Recap and Quiz 
2. Worksheet 2B - Group Annotation Guide for ‘The Moon Under Water’ 
3. Writing Scaffold - Poetic Stanza Composition (standard) 
4. Writing Scaffold - Poetic Stanza Composition (extension)* 
5. Writing Scaffold - Poetic Stanza Composition (inspiration)** 
6. Extension and Differentiation Tasks 
7. Teacher Notes and Prompts 

 
 
 
 
* Extension task version 
** Additional support task version 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 

Worksheet 2A - Figurative Language Recap and Quiz 
 
Part A - Match the Term to the Example 
 
Figurative Term Example 
1. Simile A. The sky wept for the city. 
2. Metaphor B. Like fog wrapped in smoke, the silence lingered. 
3. Personification C. The bench groaned beneath him. 
4. Alliteration D. Bouncing buses bumped along broken roads. 
5. Onomatopoeia E. The kettle hissed as it boiled. 
 
 
Part B - Create Your Own Examples 
Write your own original example of: 

• Simile: 
 

• Personification: 
 

• Alliteration: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 

Worksheet 2B - Group Annotation Guide for ‘The Moon Under Water’ by Ben 
Wilkinson 
 

 
Instructions: Annotate your assigned stanza using the following steps: 
 
1. Identify the Tone 
Is it nostalgic, admiring, gloomy, cheerful, etc.? Circle one and justify: 
 
[ ] Calm          [ ] Reflective           [ ] Celebratory           [ ] Other: ______ 
 
Explain why: 
 
 
 
 
2. Key Language Choices 
Highlight or underline: 

• An image that appeals to the senses 
• A striking word or phrase 
• Any figurative language 

 
 
3. Structure and Sound 
Does the stanza use: 

• Enjambment? 
• Rhyme or half-rhyme? 
• Repetition? 
• A turning point in tone? 

 
 
Group Reflection Questions: 

• What mood does the stanza create? 
• How does it reflect or contrast with the photograph? 

 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 

Worksheet 2C Writing Scaffold - Poetic Stanza Response 
Prompt: Write a short stanza (4-6 lines) in response to a black-and-white photograph 
provided by the teacher. 
 
Suggested Focus: Create mood using imagery, sound, and detail. 
 
Sentence Starters / Inspiration Lines: 

• ‘In silence, the shadows settled like…’ 
• ‘No one moved, though the clock kept ticking…’ 
• ‘The streetlights whispered secrets to the fog…’ 
• ‘Hands folded, faces still, everything paused.’ 

 
Success Criteria: 

• Use at least two figurative devices (simile, metaphor, personification, etc.) 
• Evoke a specific mood (choose: melancholy, warmth, loneliness, etc.) 
• Include sensory detail 
• Avoid over-explaining, let the image do the work 
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Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 

Worksheet 2C Writing Scaffold (extension) - Poetic Stanza Response 
Prompt: Write two short stanzas (4-6 lines) in response to a black-and-white 
photograph provided by the teacher. 
 
Suggested Focus: Create mood using imagery, sound, and detail. 
 
Success Criteria: 

• Use at least two figurative devices (simile, metaphor, personification, etc.) 
• Evoke a specific mood (choose: melancholy, warmth, loneliness, etc.) 
• Include sensory detail 
• Avoid over-explaining, let the image do the work 
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Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 

Worksheet 2C Writing Scaffold (inspiration) - Poetic Stanza Response 
Prompt: Write a short stanza (4-6 lines) in response to a black-and-white photograph 
provided by the teacher. 
 
Suggested Focus: Create mood using imagery, sound, and detail. 
 
Sentence Starters / Inspiration Lines: 

• ‘In silence, the shadows settled like…’ 
• ‘No one moved, though the clock kept ticking…’ 
• ‘The streetlights whispered secrets to the fog…’ 
• ‘Hands folded, faces still, everything paused.’ 
• ‘I see… / I hear… / The room breathes… / As if… / A silence like…’ 

 
Examples you can use: 

• ‘The light was as _____ as…’ 
• ‘A noise like _____ echoed down the street…’ 

 
Hint: You might like to draw or map the photograph before writing 
 
Success Criteria: 

• Use at least two figurative devices (simile, metaphor, personification, etc.) 
• Evoke a specific mood (choose: melancholy, warmth, loneliness, etc.) 
• Include sensory detail 
• Avoid over-explaining, let the image do the work 
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Mapping of ideas: 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 

Extension and Differentiation Tasks 
 
For Challenge: 

• Write a second stanza from a different character’s perspective 
• Change the mood entirely (e.g. rewrite a quiet scene as tense or joyful) 

 
For Support: 

• Use a mood word bank (e.g. quiet, sombre, hopeful, eerie) 
• Provide sentence frames: 

o ‘The light was as _____ as…’ 
o ‘A noise like _____ echoed down the street…’ 

• Allow pupils to draw or map the photograph before writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Notes and Prompts 

Questions to Use During Discussion: 
• What do you think the photographer was trying to capture or preserve?
• How does the poem respond to that feeling?
• Can silence be described with sound? How?

Curriculum Link Prompts: 
• Which poetic devices are being used and how do they contribute to tone?
• How does structure (line breaks, stanza arrangement) shape the reader’s

experience?

Materials Needed: 
• Copies of Wilkinson’s poem
• Photographs for creative writing task (e.g. Spender’s ‘Dominoes’ or others from

the Worktown archive)
• Highlighters/annotation tools


