


Resource pack: Lesson 1: What is Ekphrasis?  
 
These include: 

1. Worksheet 1A - Ekphrastic Response Starter Grid 
2. Worksheet 1B - Poem and Image Comparison Sheet 
3. Writing Scaffold - Ekphrastic Paragraph (Descriptive Response) 
4. Challenge Extension Tasks 
5. Support Notes for Teachers (with prompts) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 
 

Worksheet 1A - Ekphrastic Response Starter Grid 
 
Title: Observing and Describing - Responding to Bruegel’s Landscape with the Fall 
of Icarus 

 
 
Part A - Noticing the Image 
Look closely at the image for 2 minutes without writing anything. Then complete the 
table. List 10 specific details. 
 

Detail Noticed (e.g. man 
with plough) 

One-word Description One-word Description 

 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

   

 
 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 
 

Part B - Mood and Atmosphere 
What do you feel from this image? Write 3 adjectives that describe the mood or tone of 
the painting: 

1.  
2.  
3.  

 
Explain your choices in one or two sentences: 

 
 
 

 
 
What might this image sound like if you were there? 

 

 
 
 
Part C: Modern Media 
Why do social media platforms use alt text or image descriptions?  

 

 
 
What is lost when a picture isn’t described? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 
 

Worksheet 1B - Poem and Image Comparison Sheet 
 
William Carlos Williams - ‘Landscape with the Fall of Icarus’ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructions: 
With a partner, annotate the poem directly while looking at the image. Then respond to 
the questions below. 
Use highlighters, underlining, and notes to show your thinking. 
 
Part A - Collaborative Annotation  
Use the painting and the poem side-by-side. Annotate your poem with notes on the 
following: 

1. Which details from the painting are described in the poem? 
Highlight or underline the lines that describe specific parts of the scene. 

2. What’s missing or ignored in the poem? 
Circle parts of the painting that are not mentioned. Why do you think the poet left 
them out? 

3. Which words or phrases create the mood? 
Write 2–3 keywords in the margin. What feelings do they create? 

4. Does the poem focus more on the setting or on the story of Icarus? 
Add a note at the bottom of your poem: what do you think the poet wants us to 
notice? 

 
 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 
 

Part B - Questions: 
What is Ekphrasis? 

 
 
Can you find an example of enjambment? What effect does it have on the tone or pace? 

 
 

 
Does the poet’s tone match the visual focus of the image? Explain why or why not. 

 
 
 
 

 
Part C - Challenge Question 
Why do you think the fall of Icarus is in the background, not the centre of the poem or 
painting? Write 2–3 sentences using evidence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Part D - Voice from the Image  
 
Task: Write a short paragraph from the point of view  
of a person or object in the painting, or describe a  
hidden part of the scene. 
 
Sentence Starters and Prompts: 

• ‘Nobody noticed that…’ 
• ‘From where I stood, the sky looked…’ 
• ‘He had fallen silently, and only the sea…’ 
• ‘I was working the fields, unaware that above me…’ 
• ‘The sun shone, but something in the light felt wrong.’ 

 
 
 
 
 

Extension Task 
Using a different colour, add one note to the painting (on a sticky note or printed 
copy) showing how one line of the poem changes how you see that part of the image. 
 

Success Criteria: 
• Begin with a strong image 

or sound 
• Use at least one simile or 

metaphor 
• Create a tone (e.g. calm, 

eerie, indifferent, tragic) 
• Write 5–7 well-crafted 

sentences 
 



Name: ___________________________  Date: __________________ 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Part E - Challenge Extension Tasks 

1. Philosophical Question: 
Why do you think the people in the painting don’t notice Icarus falling?  

 
 

 
 

 
2. Creative Reimagining: 

Write a short text message, diary entry, or radio news bulletin reacting to the fall 
of Icarus, from someone in the painting or a modern onlooker. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Support Notes for Teachers 
Suggested Prompts for Class Discussion: 

• Q: Why do you think Bruegel made Icarus so small in the painting?
• Q: How does Williams's poem shift our attention from the myth to the ordinary?
• Q: What might this say about how people respond to tragedy?

Differentiation: 
• Provide vocabulary word banks (e.g. plough, myth, indifferent, tragedy,

submerged)
• Sentence stems for those struggling with interpretation
• Extension pupils can compare tone in myth vs. painting vs. poem


